THE  INTERMEDIATE  YEARS

right.* Not one of the royal houses from Naples to Han-
over will thank us for our affection, and in their case we love
our enemies in truly gospel fashion at the cost of the secur-
ity of our own throne. I am faithful to my Prince to the
very marrow, but as far as all the others are concerned I do
not feel in a single drop of blood the least trace of obliga-
tion to raise a finger for them. I fear that this attitude of
mine is so far removed from that of our most gracious
master that he will scarcely consider me a suitable adviser
for the crown. Therefore, if he employs me at all, he
will prefer to use me in internal affairs. But according to
my view that makes no difference, for I do not believe that
the collective government will produce any satisfactory re-
sults unless our attitude in foreign affairs becomes stronger
and less dependent on dynastic sympathies. Our want of
self-confidence causes us to seek in them a support which
they cannot give us, and which we do not require. It is
a pity on account of the elections that the split has taken
just this form; the loyal and monarchical mass of electors
will not understand a quarrel about homage, and the de-
mocracy will distort it. It would have been better to hold-
out firmly against Kiihne in the military question, to break
with the chamber, dissolve it, and thus show the nation
what is the King's position towards the people. Will the
King be willing to adopt this measure in the winter when
it would be suitable ? I do not believe in good elections
this time, although the homage ceremonies should give
the King many opportunities of influencing them. But
a timely dissolution after palpable excesses on the part
of the majority is a very wholesome remedy, perhaps

*                   [' Ed un Marcel diventa

Ogni villan che parteggiando viene.' ]
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